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True Prosperity

by Kenneth Copeland

s we begin this study of prosperity, let me

mention that we are putting the Word of
God first and foremost throughout this study...
not what we think it says, but what it actually
says! When you see truth in the Word, believe it
and act on it, your breakthrough will come...be-
cause when you do these things, faith is created.
Romans 10:17 says, “Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.”

Let’s look at 3 John 2, our foundation scrip-
ture. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the
Apostle John wrote, “Beloved, I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and be in health,
even as thy soul prospereth.”

Traditionally, the Church has been led to
believe that prosperity is bad or ungodly. How-
ever, John writes that we should prosper and be
in health. You see, there is nothing wrong with
prosperity, in itself. Contrary to what you may
have heard taught, money is not the root of all
evil. The love of money is the root of all evil
(1 Timothy 6:10)...and there are people commit-
ting that sin who don’t have a dime!

So, God has nothing against us being pros-
perous. In fact, as you will see throughout this
study, He desires it. Psalm 35:27 says, “Let the
Lord be magnified, which hath pleasure in the
prosperity of his servant.”

You may have picked up this study because
you need a financial breakthrough, and I believe
it will come as you put these principles to work.
But to begin, I want you to realize that true pros-
perity covers much more than finances.

Elements of True Prosperity

When studying prosperity, you should
never think of it like the world does, from a car-
nal viewpoint. You must train yourself to think
in line with God’s Word. If you’re not watch-
ful, when you think of prosperity, all you will
see is money—and that’s only a very small part
of prosperity. True prosperity is living in the
full understanding and manifestation of THE
BLESSING God spoke at Creation when He

breathed life, purpose, destiny and abundance
of supply into Adam, saying: “Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue
it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every liv-
ing thing that moveth upon the earth” (Genesis
1:28). To prosper is to excel, to go to the highest
place, in anything desired. True prosperity is al-
lowing God’s ability and power to flow through
you to meet the needs of mankind—regardless
of what those needs may be—spiritually, emo-
tionally, mentally, relationally, financially, or
in any other area of life. Those ministered to,
in turn, are raised up, strengthened and become
powerful. God wants to bring you to that place
in His prosperity where THE BLESSING on
you and in you creates a Garden of Eden wher-
ever you go.

To the world, prosperity, like everything
else, is completely born of the senses or the
sense-ruled mind. The world is governed by
natural impulses and the physical senses. Its
slogan is seeing is believing. If you can see it,
taste it, hear it, smell it or feel it, then it must be
true; if you can’t contact it with your physical
senses, it is not true.

But the world’s definition of prosperity
is very limited in scope—it’s all about finan-
cial ability and power. The world itself admits
it has no power to overcome poverty, sickness,
spiritual or social ills.

True prosperity is the ability to use
God’s power to meet the needs of mankind in
any realm of life. This covers much more than
just finances, politics and society. Money is not
the only degree of prosperity. You can have all
the money in the world and still be spiritually,
mentally and physically poverty stricken. Money
is the lowest form of power that exists on earth.
Do you know what is the highest? The power of
prayer! You can pray in the Name of Jesus, and
God will use His ability to handle your situation,
whatever it is. It takes the power of God to make
you completely whole. God’s power is the only
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power that covers the entire spectrum of human
existence. God is more than enough!

When you make it your need to get salva-
tion into the hands of people, and make it your
purpose to feed the gospel to the unsaved, God
will support what you do. This is true prosper-
ity! God has obligated Himself to communicate
the message of Jesus Christ to the world. He will
move heaven and earth to do it because, to the
man who has never heard it, Jesus has never died
or been resurrected from the dead. To that man,
Jesus’ sacrifice means nothing.

The Word says in 1 John 4:17, “...as he
is, so are we in this world.” When you go to the
Lord, He has more than enough to meet your
need. Have you ever turned to the Lord with a
problem and had Him say, “Well, that’s new!

Mornmq@
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What is the root of all evil?

You’ve come up with something heaven can’t
cover”? Of course not! God has more than
enough to solve the worst problem you could
have. Jesus is God’s channel to us, and we, in
turn, are His channel to the world.

True prosperity is the ability to look a
man in the eye in his moment of impossibility
and take his needs as your own. Those who are
spiritual are to help those who are not. We are
to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). And when you
operate in true prosperity, you’ll have more than
enough to do just that.

(From: The Laws of Prosperity by Kenneth Copeland © 1978
Kenneth Copeland)
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What is the world’s definition of prosperity?

What is true prosperity?
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Today ’s@
Connectlon Points

8 God of Abundance CD: “1 Am Blessed” (Track 8)

Your breakthrough may seem miles away right now, but as you focus on today’s track,
consider how much you’ve been blessed!

8 DVD: “Complete Prosperity” (Chapter 4)

Listening to the Word about prosperity will strengthen your faith! Watch as Kenneth talks
about how prosperity includes so much more than just finances.

8 Prosperity Scriptures CD (Track 1)

Deuteronomy 7:13; 1 Chronicles 29:11-12; Psalms 23:1, 35:27, 37:3-5, 25-26, 84:8-12, 85:12,
92:12-15, 115:11-16; Proverbs 8:17-21; Jeremiah 29:11; 3 John 2

Faith ¥
In Action

Realize that God wants you to be prosperous!
Commit to studying the Word like never before and change your way of thinking

Notes:
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Evening C

Connectlon

Money Matters

by Gloria Copeland

fter reading Ken’s Morning Connection,

I’'m sure you see that true prosperity is
about more than just financial blessings. It also
includes healing, protection, favor, wisdom,
success, well-being and every good thing you
could possibly need—all the good things Jesus
paid for you to have. Nonetheless, you’re going
to see that we talk about finances a lot through-
out this study.

Why? Because in this day and hour, fi-
nancial prosperity isn’t simply a luxury. It’s
a responsibility. For the committed believer
who cares about the eternal destiny of others,
money matters.

Money may not seem like a very spiritual
issue. You may have been taught that as far as
God is concerned, it doesn’t matter if you’re rich
or poor. But I want you to know—it matters.
Your not having enough money to finance the
gospel won’t keep you from going to heaven,
but it could keep others from going.

Prosperity is not a frivolous thing with
no eternal consequences. It is a serious issue.
If you want to know how serious, consider this:
Right now, in nations such as the former Soviet
Union, there are people who have never heard
the gospel. For years, the doors of their nation
have been locked to it. But at this moment, the
Body of Christ has the opportunity to preach the
Word of God from one end of that country to
the other.

What will we need to take full advantage
of that opportunity? Money.

That’s right. Money or the lack of it can
determine whether someone in a nation like that
hears the gospel...or not. In my eyes, that makes
our prosperity as born-again believers an impor-
tant issue—extremely important.

If we prosper, we’ll have enough not just to
meet our own little needs, but to send the Word
of God around the world. If we don’t, we won’t.
It’s that simple.

“Oh, but Gloria, you know we can’t all
be rich.”

Yes, we can. Prosperity is not an accident.

12

It’s not a function of circumstances or the
economy. According to God’s Word, prosperity
is a choice. It is a personal decision and a
spiritual process.

Most people don’t know that. Ken and
I didn’t either, years ago when we first began
walking with God. Back then, we were sick
some of the time and broke a// the time. Our life
was one financial disaster after another. It felt
like we were living under some kind of curse.

Do you know why we felt that way? Be-
cause we were living under a curse! We just
didn’t realize it.

Failing to prosper is part of the curse that
came upon the earth when Adam sold out to
Satan in the Garden of Eden. The curse is de-
scribed in detail in Deuteronomy 28:15-68 and it
includes every kind of sickness, sin, tragedy and
lack. That passage says that when you’re living
under the curse, “You shall be only oppressed
and robbed continually.... You shall carry much
seed out into the field and shall gather little in”
(verses 29, 38, The Amplified Bible).

Do you ever feel like that? Every time
you try to get ahead, something happens to steal
away everything you thought you were going to
gain? I know the feeling. I had it for years. But
then, one day Ken and I discovered we didn’t
have to live like that anymore because Jesus has
delivered us from the curse. Through His death
and resurrection, He has restored to us what
Adam lost through sin. He has given back to us
the original BLESSING' that God gave man-
kind in the Garden: “Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion” (Genesis 1:28).

The specific benefits of THE BLESSING
(which were passed down by covenant to Abra-
ham and his seed) listed in Deuteronomy 28:1-13,
reveal that God has promised great things to us.
He has said:

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt

'The Lord instructed Ken to emphasize THE BLESSING by using all
capital letters when referring to it, so I like to do that too.
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financial foundation, and we use these same
principles today to maintain it.

Now, there’s no time to waste! We’re rap-
idly coming to the end of this age. Prosperity is
not a frivolous matter. It’s serious. More hinges
on it than you have realized. But if you stand in

Evening éf

faith and put the Word you learn here into prac-
tice, your financial breakthrough wi// come!

(From: “Money Really Matters,” Believer s Voice of Victory magazine
July 1994; True Prosperity by Gloria Copeland © 2004 Eagle Moun-
tain International Church Inc. aka Kenneth Copeland Ministries)

Reﬂecnon

Why is money an important matter for today’s believer?

What blessings does God promise to the Christian?

What is your part in accepting His promise?

Notes:
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Today’s $
Prayer of Faith

Thank You, Father, for giving me prosperity in every area of
my life. [ commit to listening to Your voice and digging into
Your Word. No matter what it looks like right now, I believe I
have more than enough! In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Real-Life Testimonies

To Help Build Your Faith

Prosperity Proven

| am a minister but did not understand the prosperity message until just a few
years ago. | thought it was a “con game” to get people to turn loose of their
money. But after watching Kenneth Copeland on TV one day, | was astonished
when he said that if he wanted to increase, he wouldn’t try to get us to give
more, but he would increase his own giving! That was startling to me! After
studying what the Bible says about it, God gave me the revelation of this
biblical doctrine.

| started partnering with you, and our income doubled in 30 days!

We now have a nondenominational Bible college where one of the classes |
teach is “Principles of Prosperity.” | want to thank you for teaching me this truth
that | had never heard in church and | believe in it now, wholeheartedly.

Dr. Keith Slough
Kannapolis, N.C.

For practical tools to help get you started with a financial plan, go to kem.org.
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